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Wizard-Eligible Exemptions 
 

Eligible Exemption Categories 

Exemption 1:  Research on educational practices that meets ALL of the 
following criteria: 

o All participants are adults. 

o The research is conducted in an established or commonly accepted educational setting (a setting where 

specific educational offerings normally take place, such as school classrooms, vocational training programs, 

learning communities, professional development programs, outreach educational programs, etc.).   

o The research involves ONLY normal educational practices (activities that typically or routinely occur in the 

educational setting). 

o The research will not adversely impact students’ opportunity to learn required educational content. 

o The research will not adversely impact the assessment of the educator(s) who provide instruction. 

  

Exemption 2:  Data collection through surveys, individual (one-on-one) 
interviews, or unobtrusive observation of public behavior that meets ALL of the 
following criteria: 

o All participants are adults. 

o The data collected is either: 

• Anonymous -- no one, including those on the research team, can connect the data to a respondent 

(e.g., there are no direct identifiers, such as names, and no indirect identifiers, such as codes for 

which a key exists, and no video recording), OR 

• Not sensitive or risky – if a third party were to gain access to the information gathered, the 

participant would not be at risk of criminal or civil liability or of damage to their financial standing, 

employability, educational advancement, or reputation.   
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Exemption 3:  Administering benign behavioral intervention(s) when ALL the 
following criteria are met: 

o All participants are adults. 

o The intervention is both behavioral and benign. 

o Behavioral -- cognitive, intellectual, behavioral, or educational tasks, or manipulation of the 

participants' physical, sensory, social, or emotional environment.  It does not include physical tasks 

or physical manipulations. 

o Benign – it is brief, harmless, painless, not offensive or embarrassing, and not likely to have a lasting 

adverse impact on the participant. 

o Information collected from the intervention is limited to verbal or written responses from the participant 

(including data entry) or audio recording of the participant during the intervention. 

o Participants consent to the intervention and corresponding information collection. 

o The data collected is either: 

• Anonymous -- no one, including those on the research team, can connect the data to a respondent 

(e.g., there are no direct identifiers, such as names, and no indirect identifiers, such as codes for 

which a key exists, and no video recording), OR 

• Not sensitive or risky – if a third party were to gain access to the information gathered, the 

participant would not be at risk of criminal or civil liability or of damage to their financial standing, 

employability, educational advancement, or reputation.   

 

Exemption 6:  Taste and food quality evaluation or consumer acceptance 
studies where the food product(s) participants will consume are: 

o Routinely available to consumers in a grocery store or other common setting (e.g., a farmer’s market, co-op, 

etc.), and 

o Either: 

o Wholesome foods without additives, or 

o Contain a food ingredient at or below the level and for a use found to be safe, or agricultural 

chemical or environmental contaminant at or below the level found to be safe by the FDA or 

approved by the EPA or Food Safety and Inspection Services of the USDA. 

o Participants will NOT consume: 

o Products for which safety has not been established (e.g., raw milk or products made from raw milk, 

foods made from novel untested ingredients, etc.). 

o Drugs, medicines, or products that contain any drugs or similar ingredients, such as cannabidiol 

(CBD), tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), high levels of caffeine, etc. 

https://iastate.oneaegis.com/Attachments/0d9e7693-fae1-4b3c-a284-1d2b107ea880
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Excluded Procedures 
Certain procedures are not eligible for the Wizard because they do not fit within the Wizard-eligible exemptions or 

require nuanced human evaluation to assess risk or other ethical issues.  Studies that involve any of the following 

procedures are not eligible for automated exemption certification through the Wizard:   

o focus groups or group interviews 

o secondary research using identifiable information or biospecimens 

o procedures conducted to alter moods or induce stress, disorientation, cybersickness, or any other 

psychological or physiological reactions 

o collecting information indicating potential or imminent threat of harm to self or others (e.g., current or very 

recent suicide ideation or suicide attempts, intent to harm others, ongoing child abuse, etc.) 

o any procedures that may foreseeably cause emotional or psychological distress for participants 

o presentation of materials reasonable considered to be offensive, threatening, or degrading 

o deception 

o video recording, photographing, or otherwise capturing facial or other identifying physical characteristics of 

research participants 

o observation of non-public activities or behaviors 

o keystroke logging or screen capture of participants’ use of a device or computer 

o obtaining biometric identifiers, such as fingerprints, voiceprints, iris/retinal scans, etc. 

o asking participants to download any software or apps on their personal devices to participate in the study 

o any physical (bodily) interventions, tasks, or manipulations (e.g. physical sensors, biospecimen collection, 

exercise, body measurements, wearable technologies such as activity trackers, VR headsets, etc.) 

o tests of sensory acuity (vision or hearing tests, olfactory tests, etc.) 

o collecting or obtaining biospecimens 

o asking participants to ingest or consume anything other than food products for the sole purpose of 

evaluating the taste or sensory attributes of the food product 

o applying or administering any substance or product onto or into a participant’s body (e.g., topical 

medications, lotions, cosmetics, braces, wraps, bandages, compression clothing, vaccines, blood, devices that 

are worn or placed on the body, etc.) 

o using or testing any medical devices on humans or human specimens 

o genetic research 

o developing or maintaining a research data repository (collecting and storing data over time for purposes of 

distributing it to others for secondary research) 
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